A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
to the French kingdom, fell back on Poitiers, and set up a
rival government, claiming that the Burgundians had wrongful
control of the old mad King. The Emperor Sigismund began
to approach Henry also as an ally, and he and the English King
and Burgundy met, with one unfortunate result. In the
Council of Constance, which had been summoned to put an
end to the Papal Schism, the English prelates supported the
Emperor's candidate, and on that account the French prelates
of the Armagnac faction—which represented the legitimate
claim of the Dauphin—supported the other candidate, so that
the Schism was confirmed and became worse than ever in its
effects of lowering Papal prestige.
The Conquest of Normandy. All France being occupied
with civil war, Normandy lay open to Henry V, who now
conquered the whole province, taking town after town and
castle after castle, garrisoning them and governing the place as
has own. This meant a great accession of revenue and, of
course, a wide territorial base from which to launch any further
action. Rouen fell in January 1419, and Henry's triumph was
complete.
The Murder of Burgundy and Henry's Accession to
Power in France.   Henry's hold upon Normandy depended,
of course, on the French civil war continuing.   He would have
had no chance to hold so wide a territory, and—excellent
soldier that he was—would not have attempted the impossible
task, had the French factions combined and brought against
him a national army—four or five times as large as his own.
An attempt at reconciliation between  the warring French
factions had already been made in the spring of 1419, and
everything seemed on the way to settlement and the ruin of
Henry's plans, when even as the Duke of Burgundy came to
meet the Dauphin and be reconciled, on September 10, and
had reached the bridge of Montereau, on the Yonne, he was
struck down with an axe and killed by those who surrounded
the Dauphin.   The whole Burgundian faction (which, be it
Remembered, held the capital, the French King, the Queen,
and the Government) was maddened with rage;  the Queen
supported them by a false declaration that the Dauphin was
not Ms father's son, but illegitimate.   The young heir of the
munfered Duke of Burgundy at once took Henry V for an
a!fy»   The old prospect of a marriage between Henry and the
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